Website Evaluation

BOOTCAMP
Free resources to help teach your students
how to effectively evaluate a website.

Website Evaluation
Evaluating Purpose
Determining the purpose of a website helps you figure out what is the intent behind the
information. A website can have great design and be well-written, but if there is bias, or it does
not relate to the context of your assignment, it may not be appropriate to use.
Here are some questions you can ask when evaluating the purpose of a website:
Is the publisher or
author trying to sell
you something? Are
there ads?

Who or what is behind
the content? Can you
identify an author?
●

Tip: Try reading
the “About Us”or
mission
statement to
learn more

If your resource is credible and authoritative, consider its role in the context of your paper:

Timeliness
Does the publication date impact your final
assignment?
Current event topics would require recent
stories, while older sources may be better
for historical assignments

Depth of Information
Does the source provide deep, thorough
analysis of a specific topic?

Audience
Who is the target audience?
Resources that are meant for children are
likely not appropriate for research.
Instructors may require scholarly sources.

Breadth of Information
Does the source focus broadly on a number
of topics?

Website Evaluation
Evaluating Accuracy
The accuracy of information found online can vary. Many people publish information that is
not true or properly verified on purpose, or because they do not know any better. If you are
unsure of a source’s credibility, you should always take the time to evaluate it for accuracy.
Here are some steps you should take when evaluating the accuracy of a website:

Does the author provide
evidence for claims made in
the article?

Does the author link to or
reference other credible
studies, articles, or other
sources? Some articles will
also have works cited lists.

“rise of the dinosaurs” links to http://www.livescience.com/22116-dinosaur-diversity-rocky-mountain-rise.html

If your resource is accurate, you should still consider these other factors:

Errors
Is the content full of spelling and grammatical
errors? If so, it might be a sign that the author
was not careful when evaluating the accuracy of
information found during his/her research.
Rushed writing could imply rushed researching!

Review Process
Has the article been reviewed? Many journal
articles are “peer-reviewed” by a group of experts.
Many newspaper articles are reviewed by editors.
The review process helps to ensure the accuracy
of a source.

Website Evaluation
Evaluating Relevance
Once you have established the purpose, authority, and accuracy of your source, you should
also make sure that the information found there is relevant to your topic and your research
assignment.
Here are some steps you should take when evaluating the relevance of a website:
1.

Read through the article.
Does the article answer one
of your research questions?
Does it add supporting detail
to your main ideas?

2.

The content does not have to
agree with your thesis
statement to be relevant! But
it should relate to your topic.

3.

Does the source focus on
your topic? For example, if
your research topic is related
to technology, did it come
from a technology- focused
website, or a technology
section of a newspaper?

If your resource seems to be relevant, you should still consider these other factors:

Timeliness
Are there other sources out there that
might be more relevant to your research?
You should look at other sources just to be
sure.

Audience
Who is the intended audience for this
source? Is it too advanced or too simple?
Take a look at the vocabulary used in the
articles–this will help you tell whether or
not this source is appropriate for your
research.

